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Gesell, Arnold, with Frances 

and Louise Ames 
Youth, The Years from Ten Sixteen 
Harper. May 542p. $5.95. 


Doctor Arnold Gesell and his co-workers have had 
widespread influence child-rearing this country 
inrecent years. Their two previous best sellers Infant 
Child the Culture Today, and The Child 
Five. Ten, based Gesell’s developmental 
yet written language the layman can under- 
and appreciate, have found the 
shelves many parents, alongside Dr. Ben- 
Spock’s helpful book. Their current volume 
trilogy, extending the studies into adoles- 


was 1911 that Dr. Gesell founded the Clinic 
Child Development Yale University, serving its 
director for thirty-seven years. Now, seventy-five, 
has retired from active direction this work; and, 
since 1950 when the Gesell Institute Child Develop- 
ment came into being New Haven, has served 
its research consultant. The co-founders the new 
Gesell clinic—Frances Ilg, M.D., and Louise Ames, 
Ph.D.—have worked with Gesell for the past twenty- 
three years, and are probably best known the daily 
newspaper reader for their syndicated column 
“Child Behavior” and their recent book the same 
name. 


For the past forty-four years Gesell and his staff have 
been observing, testing, studying, charting, photograph- 
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ing and reporting the behavior normal American 
children. Their developmental “norms” have been 
used guides infant and child care and found help- 
ful. Their present volume extends these behavior pat- 
terns from the age nto sixteen. Most the work 
the current volume was done the new Gesell 


Institute. 


The book divided into three section. Part covering 
only thirty-two pages, offers brief description the 
orientation the study, explanation the de- 
velopmental concept and some qualifying remarks 
individuality. Part II, “Maturity Profiles and Traits,” 
covering about 240 pages, presents one chapter for each 
year, and resulted from having the records sorted ac- 
cording age, and analyzed the basis maturity 
characteristics and behavior patterns and symptoms 
each age. Part III, about 200 pages, attempts arrange 
the data from another viewpoint, that “Maturity 
Trends and Growth Gradients.” Each chapter this 
section takes one the nine major behavior pattern 
areas such as, “interpersonal relationships,” and traces 
its sequence and gradient growth through the ages 
ten sixteen. Three helpful appendices complete the 


work, providing statistical data subjects and methods’ 


for the research-minded, reading lists about and for 
teen-agers, and data age standards and eligibilities. 


The subjects the study included “core group” 
115 who were among those studied regularly Gesell 
age ten. These were seen repeatedly throughout 
adolescence. these were added children seen 
only one age. Altogether, from sixty eighty-eight 
children were thus observed each age. Most lived 
New Haven its suburbs. Their socio-economic 
status was generally favorable. They were representa- 
tive high average superior level school popu- 
lation prosperous community mean about 
117-118. All told there were 550 contacts with those 
subjects over span twelve years. 


Lest the research-minded begin object the biased 
nature the sample, Dr. Gesell cautions that his pro- 
files are not offered psychometric norms, and that 
not his purpose describe “average child” 
each age level. Such statistically ideal, normal, aver- 
age child does not exist, says, least not New 
Haven. The profiles are, however, sufficiently valid 
offer clues the nature the organizing process 
psychological growth, and define the basic sequences 
and directions development shown the changing 
behavior actual children. 

The approach collecting data described natu- 
ralistic rather than methodologically rigorous. Besides 
extensive interview with each subject, separate in- 
terview with parents, developmental evaluation for 
each child included comprehensive physical growth 
examination, visual examination, and performance 
developmental tasks including standardized psycho- 
metric tests such the Wechsler-Bellevue Intelligence 
Scale and projective techniques like the Rorschach and 
Thematic Apperception Test. 


Having eleven-year-old around the house, this re- 
viewer was interested looking for some clues and 
encouraging explanation what times seems be- 
havior uniquely defiant developmental sequence. 
Keeping mind the frequent warnings the authors 


Gesell Cronin 
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that these behaviors listed were approximate zone 
rather than fixed age, was quite consoling 


that many our traits and quirks 
growth explanations and were probably being 
enced many other parents 11-year-olds. 


There will probably tendency for many people rate, 
who use the book ignore Dr. Gesell’s warning and try 


ing 
apply the behaviors terms what their 
should like. But this will not the author’s some 
since the qualifying phrases are many. novel. 


Considering the current interest teen-age mores and 
juvenile delinquency, this book should find ready 
ceptance parents, educations, PTA study groups and 

others interested first-hand studies selected group 
normal adolescents. 


University Scranton Hough 
LITERARY GUILD CHOICE—JUNE 
May 21, 1956. 440p. $4.00. career 
All Stephen Desmonde’s problems life 
solved. His education was completed Trinity 
lege, Oxford, his path the ministry arranged 
cleared his father, the Reverend Bertram sex, 
Rector Stillwater, and his whole mental set ment. 
dictated the middle class English conventions 
early 1900’s. Even Stephen Desmonde’s wife had 
decided, Claire Broughton, eminently suitable both 
family and class background make rural And 
most appropriate help-mate. tion 
All this had been decided, but happily for than 
Cronin’s purpose, not the protagonist himself. 
Stephen Desmonde’s thoughts and interests, restless othe 
unsettled, were gradually turning from life Miss 


the church (blankness and frustration, his 


painting and art generally, his chief concern 
possible life-work. All the forces his 
played their part trying dissuade him from joint 
career. The elemental forces hunger and cold and 
loneliness almost universally have been known 
famous artists, especially the first years 
careers. these, Stephen’s case, are added the 
pressures family and civic 
standing. 
Dr. Cronin has made fascinating story 
basic conflicts, and especially with his account the 

young artist’s interesting experiences Paris 
had gone learn his trade) handy-man in: 
traveling French circus, and foot-loose traveler 
Spain. All these episodes have clean crisp 
about them that makes this novel delight 
Dr. Cronin less successful relating 
merits his hero’s work. Or, put another 
tells wonderful tale, with assurance and ease. 


takes very little away from him say that 
not art critic. story interwoven Despite 
paintings and artists, would have helped him thi 


ability create whole cast clearly distinct 


acters his stories. Thing Beauty almost 
the persons who cross his pages Mike 
personalities, even when they linger for only page 
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skillful. Its searching exposure political chicanery 
does merit Burdick’s observation mass psychology 


net 


Mike grows steadily power, contempt for the con- 


and relentless concentration expedience. 


page 
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story-teller, with this novel being one his better 
efforts. 

The conflicts the novel are superficial, however, and 
although the story well told and artistically first- 
rate, does not seem that adds any real understand- 
ing human nature appreciation human person- 
ality. makes for very enjoyable reading, which 
some may appear all that you can ask popular 


novel. 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Dean, LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Burdick, Eugene The Ninth Wave 
Houghton, Mifflin. June 332p. $3.95. 

Eugene Burdick’s debut hailed “big, brash, no- 
holds-barred first novel.” Less promotionally can 
called the study rebellious individualist whose 
career depends upon melodrama, shock, and unashamed 
lewdness for much its effect. The facts that the 
plot skillfully suspenseful and passages brilliant 
writing occur are offset gratuitous admixture 
sex, disarmingly casual and often lascivious treat- 
ment. 


Mike Freesmith the hero. boy surfriding the 
beach, noticed that every ninth wave was bigger 
than the others. Conquering became challenge. 
And his spirit throughout life became determina- 
tion conquer and control his environment rather 
than beaten into futility his fanatic father had 
been. takes advantage every weakness 
others, beginning with his lickerish English teacher, 
Miss Bell, whose lust satisfies motels return for 
use her Buick and other favors. 


Miss Bell persuades him Stanford, where 
forms life-long friendship with Hank Moore. Their 
joint resourcefulness brings both men through financial 
and scholastic crises graduation for medicine and 
business careers respectively. Mike further assisted 
gigolo exploitation wealthy Connie Burton, who 
shows the same inclination radicalism, whiskey, and 
intercourse he. Eventually she becomes his wife. 
Once won, however, person goal loses interest for 
Mike; and thus his family life quickly recedes. 


The war, gripping rescue scene, and the prostitutes 
Noumea mark the mid-point Mike’s career. The 
last seventeen chapters trace his subsequent rise 
boss California. their course takes 
tich, alcoholic, nonentity and promotes him for the 


governorship. Mike’s sexual needs the time are 


freely satisfied Gloria Blenner, whose father fur- 


nishes the bankroll for the political cabal and its at- 


tendant business manipulations. 


Despite continuing indelicacies language 
dent, this phase the book the most interesting and 


the party system. 


Just about achieve final victory with election 
his pawn, however, Gloria and Hank come realize 


Burdick Abrahams 


that Mike’s goal not really money position but 
simply unbounded domination. The truth strikes 
Hank suddenly one day they are surfing, and with 
sense necessary service society drags Mike under 
mighty wave death. Cromwell, the near governor, 
heaves sigh relief and escapes now sober life 
with his mistress, Clara. Gloria, released from irreso- 
lue concubinage, pledges herself help Hank forget 
the past. 


Mike obviously overdrawn, but remains com- 
manding figure. Hank, too, has interesting facets that 
are dramatically developed. Enigmatic Clara, free- 
thinking Connie, and immature Gloria show little more 
than raffish promiscuity the chief feminine por- 
traits. More subtle than the sexual sensationalism, but 
equally objectionable, the condoning implication 
the closing scenes that Hank’s killing Mike was the 
right and noble thing do. These elements and others 
like them call for limited, mature reading public. 


George Graule, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Abrahams, Peter Wreath for Udomo 
Knopf. May 357p. $3.95. 


England’s colonial racial problems, prominent Abra- 
ham’s earlier fiction, are again the concern his fifth 
novel. One its characters remarks that “there 
mood abroad the world today. The essence this 
mood deep-seated revulsion against the idea one 
people ruling another, matter how well, matter 
how benevolently.” Broadly this mood seen doom- 
ing all colonial exploitation; specifically its effects are 
studied among Britain’s African subjects. 


The opening London, where Michael Udomo 
joins group British-educated fellow exiles the 
Africa Freedom Movement. They live bizarre exist- 
ence they plan revolution for their native Panafrica 
company with white women who share their beds 
well their political ideals. participates 
fully both the demagoguery and the venery. Chiefly 
beautiful Lois Barlow who provides compensation 
for his temporary frustrated patriotism. When Lois 
discovers, however, that the pregnancy 
her Furse, have been caused 
Udomo, her consequent rejection him precipitates 
his return Panafrica for active promotion the 
revolt. Thereafter matures both leader and man. 


seditious journalism Udomo shrewdly gets himself 
imprisoned, and patriotic martyr becomes the 
rallying point for revolt that eventually sweeps 
self-government. prime minister, Udomo recognizes 
that the whites have been only one his people’s 
enemies; the others are poverty and tribalism, with its 
attendant superstitions and brutality. remove the 
former, needs white capital; and obtains that 
help even the cost betraying compatriot the 
people hates that the greater good may served. 
all his early success aided tribal leaders, 
particularly wealthy Selina and Dr. Adebhoy, whom 
expediently cultivates even though they are rem- 
nants past that must eventually destroyed. 
When charge collaboration with the whites pre- 


maturely precipitates open admission his ultimate 
purpose, the tribal drums roll and Udomo dies 
martyr his cause. 

Though his story does not always ring true, Abrahams 
writes with simple style that well suited his 
primitive background and material. similar rudi- 
mentary force features the male characterizations and 
idealize every aspect the sympathetic Udomo 
the lover, for example, pretty shabby fellow except 
moments retrospective regret. The women are 
generally less completely portrayed and tend 
somewhat unsuccessful. both London and Panafrica 
they provide release from political tensions sexual 
promiscuity that necessitates limitation adult readers. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Algren, Nelson Walk the Wild Side 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. May 21,1956. 346p. $4.50. 


Dove Linkhorn was the least distinguished the 955 
citizens Arroyo, Texas, 1930. Though sixteen 
years old had never been school. Like Abner 
his hair was disheveled, wore blue jeans and went 
about barefooted. Despite Prohibition, whiskey was 
common beverage the squalid home where lived 
with Byron, his brother, and Fritz, his father. The 
latter worked cleaning cesspools; but Saturday 
nights preached against sin and the pope, for could 
“spout religion,” the people said, whether “drunk 
dog broke beggar.” Dove sought escape from his 
uncongenial surroundings making love Mexican 
woman and, when she finally spurned him, left home 
for New Orleans. 

During his year’s stay this city got mixed all 
kinds schemes, “trying make honest dollar 
crooked sort way.” The police finally caught 
with him and sent him jail. But his troubles did 
not end when was set free. Schmidt, former 
wrestler who had lost both his legs, accused him 
running off with his girl. the quarrel that followed 
Dove was permanently blinded, and decided that Ar- 
royo was not such bad place after all. 


Nelson Algren writes terse, vigorous and vivid 
style. hard imagine anyone surpassing his real- 
istic account the barroom brawl between Dove and 
the crippled wrestler. His sense humor revealed 
many places. makes feel some his sym- 
pathy for those who belong “the nation furnished 
rooms,” for the negroes who are the victims un- 
just discrimination, and for those whose career sin 
crime due part their delinquent parents. 
Still must emphatically withhold our approval 
this book. 


The author has cynical attitude toward law enforce- 
ment and asserts that you can get away with almost 
anything you have the right contacts. gives the 
impression that those who condemn prostitution the 
pulpit, the press, the courtroom, the “Do-Righters,” 
calls them, are nothing but hypocrites. almost 
every conversation inserts something vulgar, profane, 


Best 
obscene, even blasphemous. But his greatest fault 
his obsession with sex. 


tells detail Dove’s sinful relations with four 
different women and devotes almost one-third the 
book brothel New Orleans. brutal frank- 
ness describes the various kinds sex-perversion 
that went there and the sordid schemes that were 
devised promote business. Let hope that Walk 
the Wild Side becomes the most unread book 
1956. this way Mr. Algren will learn that must 
apply his literary talents worthier themes, and his 
publishers will find out that books against common 
decency are poor business risks. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
University Santa Maria, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Beauvoir, Simone The Mandarins 


World. May 28, 1956. 610p. $6.00. 

the early post-war days Existentialism’s brief but 
gaudy adolescence, Simone Beauvoir was sometimes 
sardonically referred “La grande 
obvious pun reflecting her secondary position Jean- 
Paul Sartre, Existentialism’s then current high priest. 
However, for some five years now, her star has been 
rising while Sartre’s waned. While Sartre was mold- 
ing characters fit the dialectic his novels, Simone 
Beauvoir’s pen was patiently penetrating the hearts 
and minds the men and women around her. The 
result rings like victory intelligence over clever- 
ness, honest realism over the morbid artificial con- 
struct,—in word, victory art over artifice. Simone 
Beauvoir possesses stature all her own and France’s 
most important literary award, the Prix Goncourt, bears 
eloquent testimony its burgeoning grandeur. 

The Mandarins far and away the best Existential 
novel ever written this moment simply because 
more “authentic” than the others. The existential 
thesis interior freedom and the individual’s definition 
terms “others” and his environment, does per- 
vade the novel. The endless existential dialogue 
man with his own interiority the meaning exist- 
ence goes through more than six-hundred pages. 
“authentic” here only because the text-book has been 
thrown away and the characters live their own right. 


The mandarins are the intellectuals. such, they are 
immersed the life the times. They live, love, 
move and breathe exclusively the climate ideas. 
The novel skirts the precipices the piéce thése and 
the philosophical disquisition, deriving its 
ticity from the unforced, spontaneous, dynamic 
tionship these ideas the lives and actions its 
characters. 

Henri, the brilliant young novelist and journalist, heroic 
member the resistance, experiences triple conflict 
his life. Under the influence Robert who trying 
organize Left free Communists, surrenders 
moderate, independent but fairly potent editorship. 
Then perjures himself save Josette from the scan- 
dal having collaborated with the Germans the 
occupation. Josette second mistress the verge 
becoming wife. She served Henri foil for 
dissolving his rather long and mixed-up affair 
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Paula, beautiful self-abnegated woman who tries 
desperately achieve the impossible love, i.e. 
renounce her own being for the sake existing only 
that another, Henri’s. 


Robert, too, finds himself compromised the Com- 
munists wished avoid. When the moment comes 
speak out the slave-labor camps the Soviet, 
maintains silence for the sake peace. Inevitably, 
does not work, and the cause for which compro- 
mised himself, falls hopeless confusion. 
entangled the political net, that cannot see what 
happening within his own home. His wife, Anne, 
extremely intelligent psychoanalyst, comes Amer- 
ica where she has dramatic affair with aspiring 
writer. His daughter, Nadine, flaunts her rebellion 
the life that deprived her her lover, 
being absurdly promiscuous. 


Love and politics, ideas and the ethic action, these 
are the central themes The Mandarins. Somewhere 
Dostoievsky has said: “Each man responsible for 
everything before everyone.” Simone Beauvoir has 
made this inter-responsibility amazingly clear the 
problems human freedom encountered her char- 
acters. the dynamic development the plot she 
also reveals the consequences life lived along the 
lines Dostoivesky’s The Possessed, “If God does not 
exist, then everything permitted.” Honest she is, 
Simone Beauvoir faces unflinchingly the dread con- 
clusion, that God does not exist, then heavier re- 
sponsibility than ever falls upon man. The Mandarins 
illuminates that responsibility block freedom 
and eventually, kind terrestrial damnation with- 
out meaning and without purpose. Some the best 
writing the book occurs the description Paula’s 
crack-up and Anne’s dialogues with herself and with 
her lover. 


The Mandarins attain the best objectives the philo- 
sophical novel dramatizing the key concerns the 
human condition, giving concrete form meta- 
physical concepts, helping the reader analyze more 
clearly his own existence and his own problems. 
occasionally extreme lack temperance discussing 
physical love would necessarily make objectionable. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University 


Heinrich The Train Was Time 
Criterion Books. May 142p. $3.00. 


Recently reviewer noted that writers World War 
have begun get their second wind, and among the 
authors who are making fresh capital that subject 
the Germans are prominent, least numbers. From 
their works interesting phenomenon appears: they 
are more than ordinarily fascinated the action 
the Eastern Front. The ease and dispatch with which 
Marshal von Hindenburg disposed the Russians 
World War I—trapping them the Mazurian Lake 
the survivors that earlier war with little 
concern for the East, but with great interest the 
Western Front where they had suffered military defeat. 
Today, beaten they were all fronts, the Germans 
seem hold particular horror the sacrifices de- 
manded them their struggle with the Soviet forces. 


Boll Goudge 


Heinrich most recent tale, The Train Was 
Time, seems bolster that opinion. The train that 
figures the title the one bearing leave soldiers from 
Germany the battle area the Polish sector the 
Eastern Front. Andreas, the German infantryman 
about whom the story centers, takes leave his friend, 
the Catholic chaplain, with awful premonition that 
fear stays with him, gnawing his mind and his heart, 
makes the brief novel. The dreadful certainty that 
inability recall the names the Polish towns 
which will go; and not until almost 
destination does the name that small, fearful, 
blood-drenched word” come instinctively 
will not survive passage through that city, 
nor does he. But his week-long journey gives the au- 
thor scope present macabre glimpses soldiers 
transit combat, their minds and their mouths filled 
with war-talk, and their chief pre-occupation at- 
tempt forget their status and the purpose their 
journey. They drink, they play cards, they sleep 
huddled disorder, they boast past pleasures illicitly 
taken, they tell roguish tales how they circumvented 
authorities procure one delight another, and 
general they reflect the gross materialism which war 
has steeped them. All these realistic pages serve 
unusual prelude the hours which Andreas spends 
Lvov the company prostitute who temporarily 
abandons her sordid calling and attempts make his 
last day one memorable for happiness that flows from 
genuine kindness. 

The material not new, nor all clean. The infre- 
quent references the Catholic faith Andreas mere- 
silhouette his failure find comfort and direction 
his religious belief when the hand destiny strong 


upon him. 
Dennis McCarthy, Ph.D., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Goudge, Elizabeth The Rosemary Tree 
Coward-McCann. May $3.95. 

Readers who enjoyed Mrs. Lindbergh’s Gift from the 
Sea, (and they are many thousands indeed), should 
appreciate The Rosemary Tree. Both have theme 
the finding one’s true self amid the glories nature, 
one the seaside, the other England’s lovely west- 
country where birdsong and flower fragrance lift the 
heart. Both are, their respective fashions, rich 
meditative recollection. might even say that this 
novel excellent preparation for understanding 
St. Thomas Aquinas’ fourth way proving the 
existence God St. Ignatius Loyola’s contempla- 
tion obtain divine love. course, novel this 
book lacks the aloneness Gift from the Sea; here, 
various characters find their true selves through con- 
tacts with persons holier and humbler than themselves, 
well putting themselves harmony with 
nature and nature’s many-splendored gifts. 


Central character this novel John Wentworth, 
vicar the parish and lawful heir Belmaray, 
estate that once had harbored queens but now run- 
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ning seed for lack funds for upkeep. Instead 
selling, the vicar had confided the care the estate 
his great-aunt Maria, much the chagrin his dutiful 
but not very loving wife, Daphne. the story opens, 
the vicar, who has real instinct for recognizing soul 
trouble, meets Michael Stone, recently convict. 
his office solicitor, Michael had used funds from 
trust back his own play. Struck the charity and 
humility the vicar, Michael promises see him again 
and secures job pig-man Belmaray. Meanwhile, 
the vicar had forgotten the errands which his wife 
had sent him. was always forgetting things and 
was, besides, clumsy and inefficient. But his parish- 
ioners understood him and loved him for his faults 
well for his virtues, all, that is, except wife Daphne. 
She, when young woman, had been jilted the eve 
wedding day and had then married the adoring 
John Wentworth without much love from her side, but 
still resolved her duty. Often she found her 
patience sorely tried her bumbling husband and 
his lack money, most what got going into the 
upkeep Belmaray. Only with difficulty could they 
send their children Mrs. Belling’s day-school, school 
which the vicar vaguely disliked and which later 
discovered was much worse than had feared. 
add the complication, Michael Stone turns out 
Daphne’s former suitor. 

The resolution these difficulties betray the hand 
veteran and competent craftswoman. They are 
solved, too, high spiritual plane and have essen- 
tially sound psychological basis. Perhaps some may 
cavil the swiftness and completeness the solutions; 
others, perhaps, may claim that evil underestimated 
and under-represented. But find pleasant read 
novel which there are many good characters all 
different and all alive. harder create good char- 
acters who are vital than bad. all those who are not 
impatient with lack external action, who love na- 
ture, beauty and goodness, who like see other authors 
quoted wisely and who delight the remembrance 
things past, can recommend this book. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Obolensky, Ivan Rogues’ March 
Random House. May 21, 1956. 433p. $4.50. 

Ivan Obolensky reported interested secret 
writing. This penchant for cryptography perhaps in- 
fluences his fiction; any rate, the average reader will 
probably puzzled more than the ancient symbols 
that ornament the sectional title pages this first 
novel. Its stream-of-consciousness technique, saltatory 
narration, plethora disorderly detail, loose ends, and 
lack focus central characters story are steadily 
distracting and sometimes bewildering. 

The book traces three generations, chiefly Red Brook 
the Hudson. its wide array local folk—banker, 
clerics, undertaker, butcher, barber, and what not—it 
becomes something study small-town life. Yet 
Obolensky’s purpose not really sociological. 
pains show community mores common men- 
tality; instead all his people are thoroughly individual- 
istic, sharing little more than spirit non-conformity 
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and sexual maladjustments that erupt frequently and 


violently. Thus every detail about the genealogy, men- 
tal processes, and venereal proclivities everyone from 
the mayor sadistic schoolteacher becomes im- 
portant. 

The beginning Providence 1884, where puri- 
tanical Joshua Todd arranges for marriage his daugh- 
ter Amy Judith Nathaniel Dill. The same night 
Amy’s wild libido deflowers the prospective bridegroom, 
and when returns Red Rock Stella Robeson simi- 
larly assaults him. Amy gets him, however, and they 
settle down rearing daughter Sylvia Nat’s com- 
fortable income. 

Succeeding episodes report the years 1888 1945 
the first generation wanes the depression and war 
bring various vicissitudes into the lives some thirty- 
odd local citizens. Doc Vetch, demi-Indian, spends 
most his life campaigning for hospital, only die 
after drinking spree when the goal sight. Sylvia 
Dill develops into voluptuous and wanton contrast 
her father’s austerity. She offers herself freely and 
fully Fred Tenvroos, son the political boss, but 
only mere physical expression self that never 
dims her genuine affection for Steven Harper. 

That young man finishes law studies before takes 
much notice Sylvia, and even then Harriet 
bach’s eagerness for seduction temporarily distracts him. 
The sexual frustrations Janet Funeral Parlor Endi- 
cott and her husband Jim’s open infidelity also receive 
extensive reporting. 

Red Brooks burst open when Teetlebaum fired 
police chief. Revengefully enlists the aid 
nalist Frank Beckwith and lawyer Steven expose 


cabal—involving the Tenvroos, Glassbach, Robeson, 


and Dill families—that has been swindling the town 
through fraudulent real estate deals. takes over 
reform mayor, but Steven loses favor with the 
folk. His rogues’ march complete when he, 
during the war, accepts appointment defense at- 
torney the Nuremberg Trials. Only Sylvia sees him 
off, and watches the water widen between them 
with real expectation its ever being bridged. 


These items are more selection than summary. They 
omit much the teeming incident, day-dreaming, and 
shifting emphases, they likewise neglect the some 
times penetrating psychology and occasional passages 
pure poetry that brighten the style. Such rewards, 
though, are earned the cost long pages repeti- 
tious introspection and broken story. Abbreviation 
would help, but what chiefly needed control 
means dominant plot, character, and theme. This 
would yield more readable novel. make 
ceptable for any but discriminating adults, however, 
moderation the gratuitous sexual scenes 
four-letter language would also necessary. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Athas, Daphne The Fourth World 
Putnam. May 11,1956. 318p. $3.75. 


The Fourth World novel that different this 
way that its plot could have developed under ordinary 
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circumstances when might have been little im- 
portance but, instead, the author placed the action 
the realm the blind, prove that their needs, ma- 
terial and spiritual, are intense and sometimes more 
intense than those sighted people. The majority 
readers not need convinced this. None 
the handicapped receive more universal sympathy than 
the blind but the author has worked amongst them 
and this experience must have provided the impetus 
represent them thus need more than sympathy. 


The early part the novel slow moving and the plot, 
lacking continuity, does not hold the reader’s interest 
this time. The background might have been estab- 
lished with half the effort. When Actia Clewes joins 
the staff Canopus Institute (old See-Eye, the stu- 
dents call it), co-educational school for the blind, she 
becomes one its few sighted teachers. Assigned 
class advanced pupils Dr. Maynard August, presi- 
dent Canopus, she caught his rigid program 
which forbids association between the sexes, whether 
faculty student groups. August, cold, effi- 
cient type, the blind are little more than sub-human 
creatures whose need for understanding and love pro- 
vided through ordinary social intercourse not ad- 
mitted. her class, Actia soon discovers the brilli- 
ancy Gobi Morgan and the loneliness his friend 
Rhea Thomas. Between them these two have created 
imaginary haven, the Fourth World. “Our world 
the Fourth World. composed our minds and 
what our minds see the real world and also what 
our minds don’t know.” the state not being 
unique blind people but being equal the sighted 
and August’s rules are making this impossible. 

Ted Balkan, blind teacher history and dean boys, 
has become August’s right hand man. Unlike August, 
enjoys the confidence the students and controls 
them without difficulty. contact with him, Actia 
finds prompt sympathy changing deeper feeling 
respect and love for his rather awkward person. 
Their marriage secret, sudden, but inevitable event. 
Prior this, Actia had been unjustly accused the 
students informing two their number caught 
breaking rules and, urged the rebellious Gobi, 
Canopus becomes foment protest. Then, Gobi and 
Rhea have given adolescent yearnings beyond 
their control, spite Fourth World vow keep 
sex out their relationship. Rhea, pregnant and dis- 
Actia who had made her feel beautiful 
and useful, plans run away with Gobi but her con- 
dition realized sighted teacher and brought 
August’s horrified attention. She expelled. 

Months before, defy August, Gobi had arranged 
party for four tunnel connecting several the 
school buildings. Here, and Rhea, Lennie Barker 
and Helen Anderson had encountered the strange, re- 
figure old man, former sailor, who had 
holed the darkness unknown the authorities. 
scuffle that occurs this time the elderly recluse 
fatally injured and buried the spot the four 
culprits. Recalling this, Rhea invents alibi pro- 
tect Gobi and without revealing his death, declares that 
the old sailor had forcibly taken advantage her. That 
had existed proven the arrival police 
search certain missing sailor and Actia who had 
once met him the tunnel. All this becomes too 


Hickling 


much for August and protect his position board 
meeting called. Simultaneously, Rhea’s disappear- 
ance incites Gobi-led riot with boys and girls combin- 
ing cut Canopus off from outside contact. Balkan’s 
conduct quelling the riot points August’s inade- 
quacies. tragic death final effort prove 
himself equal the sighted ends life too full 
promise. 


The use strange, compelling names instrument 
used the author sear character into memory. This 
idealistic picture the blind, rather the contrary. 
Canopus houses group iconoclasts with little grow- 
ing conception their worth persons and none 
the value suffering. For them, exists, God 
the master the gyp, the Great Depriver. When the 
new stained glass window presented the board 
finally unveiled, all the blind-eyed faces the chapel 
glow the reds and yellows and blues 
was sad they could not see how beautiful was. But 
was sadder that the board felt could gloriously 
compensate for their loss. Not pleasant novel but 
way saying how little understood the psycho- 
logical needs the handicapped those who should 
know better. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Hickling, Hugh Falconer’s Voyage 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 16, 1956. 256p. $3.50. 

This compact novel another war story, but definitely 
not just another. Falconer the lieutenant command- 
ing one His British Majesty’s landing craft. 


brief, while the flotilla which Falconer’s vessel 
unit training for its operational objective, Fal- 
coner, hard, self-centered, arrogant and capable man, 
given brutal expressions casual lust, carelessly 
fathers child Wren officer. His flotilla’s departure 
from the base where the Wren stationed oppor- 
tune relief for him trivial annoyance. But the 
training period goes on, virtue contact with the 
brother Army officer who had gone his death 
from Falconer’s boat exercise, change comes 
over the lieutenant. begins recognize limitations 
his own self-sufficiency. decides, after the birth 
his son, marry the Wren and the beginnings 
human love stir within him. The impending assault 
the French coast prevents his marriage and Falconer 
goes his death under sniper’s shot the beach, 
but with bursting recognition the human com- 
munity and something substantial and transcendent 
the value for men love. 


Woven neatly into Falconer’s story are some other 
strands: somewhat similar change, but 
direction diffidence rather than arrogance, for the 
midshipman, Shanks; the ultimate corruption 
homosexual officer; the unchanging meaninglessness 
the executive officer; and the stable and rewarding rela- 
tionships another commanding officer, 
whose devotion family and duty, reasonably based, 
throughout contrast Falconer’s selfishness. 


Falconer’s Voyage tightly written and meticulously 
right its delineation wartime seamen’s lives. 
with all its precision service life, exquisitely 
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Hargrove Lewis Payne 


written. story the war, knowledge, com- 
bines such truth setting, intelligence observation, 
and fine writing. 

Philosophical implications have deliberately been played 
down; but, they are not all that could hoped for, 
these are certainly “the right one the 
many characters here perfectly portrayed all black 
all white; the author, while dealing with vice and 
virtue mixed, has given explicit, (even not Chris- 
tian), recognition the standards morality. For 
mature adult readers Falconer’s Voyage worth- 
while experience. 
Clinton Maguire, 
West River, Maryland 


Hargrove, Marion 
The Girl Left Behind: All Quiet 
the Third Platoon 
Viking. May 17,1956. 191p. $2.95. 
While giving alternates titles, Mr. Hargrove might have 
added third: “Andrew Sheaffer Grows Up.” 


the story which casts nostalgic glances what 
the Army used be, the author tries give pic- 
ture what the Army today can and does help 
its incoming members along the road maturity. 


Mr. Hargrove’s main character college student, 
carefree and complacent, content slide along easily, 
intent only knowing “all the little exits duck” 
any and all trouble. 

disagreement with his girl friend, Susan Daniel, sends 
Andy into action. volunteers for the Army and 
the rest the book tells his trials and errors the 
eight weeks basic training course Ft. Burnside, Calif. 


There gradual character development, helped along 
the stages and incidents basic training, until 
“Organization Day” finds Andrew Sheaffer formed 
into ideal sample the effect Army training. 


doting mother, puzzled father, lonely Susan, and 
his fellow soldiers complicate the development. But 
true the tradition Fox Company, In- 
fantry, the training officers manage mold another 
trophy-winning class, and Andrew Sheaffer goes on, 
now Sergeant, continue the series. 

Mr. Hargrove’s style keeps one jumping from character 
character prevent from forgetting his main cast. 
His book makes light and interesting reading, times 
satirical, often funny, always fictional, sometimes im- 
possible, constantly bent making Andy into man. 
could recommended any adult reader. 


Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Lewis, Ada Cook Jenny 


Rinehart. May 21,1956. 407p. $3.95. 

This, opinion, just another run-of-the-press 
melodramatic romance particular merit. The 
scene Hogarth’s London; the characters are un- 
attractive and vicious crew you will meet any- 
where, anytime. Some their antics are shocking; 
but the piece whole will make dull reading, 
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think, even for those with odd taste for this kind 
thing. 

Jenny tells her own story, beginning with her escape 
from her brutal and dissolute father and ending—after 
much travail—with marriage her “one true love.” 
the course her London career, Jenny abducted 
noble lord and takes untitled playboy—with 
her lover. She sees her sister, 
Val, murder her child because resembles her odious 
husband who put bullet into her paramour. Neal, 
the man Jenny believes her half-brother, driven 
suicide his hopeless love for her. Too late, Jenny 
learns that was illegitimate and not really her 
brother. Val, hopeless mental case escapes execu- 
tion and confined Bedlam. Jenny manages 
spirit her out and bring her back their father’s 
house. The Squire welcomes Val but turns his back 
Jenny. When all seems lost and the penniless, 
friendless Jenny has taken refuge with honest farmer 
the neighborhood, old love appears out the 
blue and Jenny falls into his arms and good marriage. 
This Spring have been re-reading Bryher and Alfred 
Duggan. Perhaps they have made over-critical 
costume pieces like this one. you have not read the 
really superb historical novels those two, may sug- 
gest you try one theirs, rather than Jenny? 

Joseph Desmond, 
Buffalo, New York 


Payne,Robert House Peking 
Doubleday. May 17, 1956. 320p. $3.95. 


The setting China the eighteenth century. The 
Emperor Chien Lung reigns tranquillity 
sesses, his chief concubine, girl called Red Jade, 
the most beautiful woman the country. 
ing expedition someone attempts murder the Em- 
peror turning loose group wild boars. Prince 
Lien, the Emperor’s grandson, kills the beasts and saves 
the ruler’s life. reward for his courage the Em- 
peror promises his grandson any five gifts which the 
young Prince desires. The nobleman chooses Red Jade. 
The Emperor, course, does not wish lose his beau- 
tiful mistress, but man his word. Red Jade 
and Prince Lien fall deeply love, and good bit 


the story describes their passionate relationship. Finally, 


Prince Lien becomes suspicious that Red Jade again 
serving the Emperor’s companion occasion, and 
accuses her unfaithfulness. the 
Molo—the Prince’s servant, but also the secret leader 
the mysterious White Lotus Society—Red Jade com- 
mits suicide, and when Prince Lien learns her death, 
becomes despondent and dies short while. 
the summary indicates, this novel childish and 
insipid. The style the slick, woman’s magazine 
variety which occasionally glitters the surface but 
which positively has depth. The characters 
wise are superficial and dimension-less. There are 
considerable number pages devoted overly-frank 
descriptions love making which serve useful 
pose. wonderful habit delight reading, but 
few books like this could easily kill such delight. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
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Selby, John 

Rinehart. Apr. 26,1956. 312p. $3.75. 
The locale this novel Calhoun, small midwest 
town; and the time the turn the century. The 
leading character Junior, son the town’s most in- 
fluential and wealthiest man, James Bryson Tremont. 
the story opens, the death his father gives thirty- 
year-old Junior heady sense independence. But 
short-lived for, though Junior practically engaged 
Marie Crozier, the terms his father’s will make 
clear that forfeit half the estate unless 
marries this same Marie. So, despite the fact that 
Junior strongly attracted Pauline, Marie’s sister 
whom has subsequently met, his marriage Marie 
goes through planned. 


Within few months after his marriage, Junior finds 
himself involved with his sister-in-law. She dia- 
metrically opposite Marie; the two women seem 
complement each other and Junior vacillates between 
the cool, unruffled, socially poised, ever-correst Marie 
and dark, vivacious, restless, rather unscrupulous 
Pauline. Madame Crozier, with whom Pauline con- 
stantly quarreling, seems the only one fully cogni- 
zant the relationship existing between her daughters 
and Junior. 


The climax comes when fact that has long been noted 
the inhabitants Calhoun brought the atten- 
tion Junior: that Pauline’s remarkable resemblance 
him and the possibility that Tremont was the 
father both. The horrible possibility that Pauline 
his sister brings home Junior the awfulness what 
has been doing and precipitates the events that bring 
the story its close. 


Although Mr. Selby has facility for capturing small 
incidents such way breathe life into surround- 
ings and characters his book, none the three prin- 
cipals—not Junior Marie Pauline—seem convinc- 
ingly real nor are their actions entirely plausible. How 
Marie could oblivious what was going on, how 
Junior could “loving” both women and ignoring 
the fact that crisis was bound come seems 
somewhat beyond belief. The ending hurried and 
unsatisfactory. After meandering along leisurely and 
minutely-detailed fashion for some three hundred pages, 
the whole thing wound ten dozen final 
pages, leaving many loose ends. However, the novel 
may suitable light hammock late night (sopori- 
fic) reading for adults. 


Time Was 


Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Teilhet, Darwin The Road Glory 
Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 27, 1956. 279p. $3.75. 


Don Matias Viceroy Mexico, sent for the 
young cosmographer, Hugo O’Connor, and offered him 
the coveted Junta Secretaryship would out 
the barbarous province California and resurvey cer- 
tain land grants such way that the obnoxious power 
Fray Junipero Serra, who was protecting the Chris- 
tianized Indians against the rapacities unrestricted 
commercial settlements, would curbed. Nephew 
famous general but illegitimate and ignorant his 
true parentage, the young and cynically ambitious Hugo 


Selby Teilhet Polk 


accepted. planned use the trip also arrange 
marriage with the desirable Dofia Isabella Callis, 
marriage which would advance his ambitious plans for 
self-aggrandisement. 

the trip pack train and ship Hugo comes under 
the command Don Adrian Churubosco who plan- 
ning smuggle mercury out California defiance 
the royal monopoly. also meets Marcia Beltran, 
daughter family pobladores, (Crown settlers). 
When his knowledge the quicksilver smuggling plot 
discovered Hugo attacked and escapes from the 
ship rescued Father Serra. Hugo goes 
several missionary journeys with Father Serra and grows 
love the saintly old man dearly and respect his 
work among the Indians. But still plans advance 
himself resurveying land granted the Indians and 
discovering the quicksilver mine. series swift- 
paced adventures Hugo abandons these plans, declares 
his love for Marcia and decides remain California 
even though discovers himself the natural son 
the Viceroy and hence certain his coveted ad- 
vancement. 

very well written little story Mr. Teilhet has given 
sketchy but accurate picture the early California 
missions and Fray Junipero Serra. certain in- 
stances some the story incidents are somewhat me- 
chanically contrived but, the whole, well done 
and worth reading. One reference the seal con- 
fession might misinterpreted but this does not serve 
spoil book which can recommended all. 


Leonard Wolfe, 


University Scranton 


Polk, William 

The Fallen Angel and Other Stories 
Chapel Hill: The University North Carolina Press. May 
5,1956. 180p. $3.00. 
Ever since The New Yorker started throwing literary 
monkey wrenches into the gentle machinery the 
short story, the problem identification that specific 
form has become more than most literary mechanics 
can endure. the name that sacred form now 
have pawned off anything that written prose 
and that stops after short while. regret say that 
the short stories Mr. William Polk seem 
gentle counterfeits. They are mostly stories, and they 
are mostly short, but they are not mostly short stories. 


Polk’s particular turkey the southerner, both white 
and colored, with specific reference the southerner 
his relations with law and lawyers. Some are written 
dialect, some not, and they have one common de- 
nominator—there haunting dread running behind 
them that finer writer might have done wonders. The 
first story the book fairly typical. worked 
way through the first three pages, discovered that here 
was master who knew how move story and create 
vividly alive character, moved on, and ended with 
enthusiastic “Damn!” when found myself holding 
corpse story the end. Throughout the rest 
the book reactions were just about the same. 
the story started well, died early. and large the 
stories did not start. 


Jonathan Daniels quoted the jacket saying: 
“There have been fewer better stories ever written 
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about the South starlit nights and explosive days 
than these tales which William Polk left behind.” 
not quite sure what Jonathan Daniels has been 
doing all his life—beside reading stories William 
Polk. But would fondly wish that publishers would 
collect opinions from people who can have read. 


Oh, forgot. Polk shared room Harvard with 
Thomas Wolfe. Obviously nothing Polk rubbed off 
Wolfe. More obviously, nothing Wolfe rubbed 
off Polk. Summary: Your grandmother Paducah 


will love them. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Desio, Ardito 
Victory Over K2, Second Highest Peak 
the World 
Translated David Moore. McGraw-Hill. May 1956. 
273p. $5.75. 
July 31, 1954 two men—the first ever so— 
stood for few minutes the summit (Mount 
Godwin-Austen the Karakoram range Pakistan), 
the second highest peak the world. sudden break 
the clouds enabled the two men,Achille Compag- 
noni and Lino Lacedelli, see their base camp 11,800 
feet below them and, from their elevation 28,250 
feet (just 752 feet short Everest’s height) com- 
mand unparalleled view the serried Karakoram 
giants. 


However, all this took place the appallingly late hour 
Their oxygen had run out but their 
relief this caused only momentary distress—a striking 
confirmation Earl Denman’s contention (Alone 
Everest, 129). But darkness soon came, and their 
madcap descent different route from that used 
their upward climb, illuminated chiefly starlight, 
over ice-glazed rocks and treacherous snow slopes; their 
hair-raising falls through empty space, their sailing over 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
The Last Hurrah (Ila) Feb. 15, 
Imperial Woman (IIb) Buck 
Lucy Crown (IIb) Shaw Apr. 
Andersonville (IIb) Kantor Nov. 
The Quiet American (IIb) Greene Mar. 15, 
Auntie Mame (Ila) Dennis 
Ten North Frederick O’Hara Dec. 15, 
Man the Gray Flannel Suit Aug. 
Comfort With Apples (IV) Vries May ’56 
Harry Monmouth (1) 15, 
The Cross Iron Heinrich May ’56 
NON-FICTION 
The Search for Bridey Murphy ’56 
The Birth Britain Churchill May 
Gift from the Sea (Ila) Lindbergh 
Night Remember (1) Lord Dec. 
Arthritis and Common Sense Alexander 
Eloise (I) Thompson Knight Dec. 
Profiles Courage Kennedy Feb. 15, 


(instead into) yawning crevasse, and their eventual 
arrival Camp VIII and safety constitutes one the 
most thrilling chapters modern mountaineering liter- 


ature (pp. 191-208). 


While giving all credit these two valiant men, they 
themselves would the first emphasize that was 
actually the “team” that did the job: Professor Desio 
their leader, who spent months planning, organizing 
and financing the expedition and who wrestled with 
formidable crises many occasions; Mario Puchoz, 
perhaps the strongest man among them, who lost his 


life from sudden attack pneumonia high the 


mountain; the colleagues who established the series 
camps the Abruzzi Ridge and secured the route 
with fixed ropes and pitons; and the native porters (at 
times rebellious, but who came through the end) 
who carried the equipment and supplies over the long 
caravan trail from Skardu base camp Concordia 
the foot K2. Behind these were the many factory 
workers and government officials Italy who provided 
and transported the specialized equipment record 
time. 


Professor Desio’s account colorful, compact with 


facts, and redolent ardent pride for his native 


land, which provided the first two the five expedi- 
tions attempt the peak before this successful attempt 
(the other three expeditions were American, and Pro- 
fessor Desio pays handsome tribute their “decisive” 
assistance his own team). There concise coverage 
the findings group geologists and other scien- 
tists who formed separate part the project. The 
photographs are good and the charts are helpful. Even 
so, readers who have access Houston and Bates: 


K2, the Savage Mountain (1954) will profit greatly 


reference its magnificent photographs (some color) 


and its charts. The translation reads quite fluently. 


Therefore all the more regrettable that editorial 
carelessness has marred the text with frequent wrong 
spellings and inconsistencies (e.g. the American climber 
Fritz Wiessner also spelled sometimes 
with both spellings the same page, even con- 
secutive sentences). Examples: pp. 87, 109, 111, 137, 
138, 143, 147, 152, 186, 205, 253. 


recommend this book all classes readers 
important and readable contribution the growing 
literature mountain climbing. 


Philips Temple, Librarian, 
Pace Communication Engineers, 
Washington, 


Dugan, James Man Under the Sea 
Harper. May 332p. $5.00. 


Latil, Pierre and Jean Rivoire 

Man and the Underwater World 
Translated Edward Fitzgerald. Putnam. May 11, 1956. 
400p. $5.00. 
Just when the armchair explorer has grown accustomed 
the rope and picks, the heavy gear and other 
trement that took him miles above the surface the 
earth, called upon don his breathing apparatus 
and frogman’s suit order follow the 
explorers their conquest the depths. 


June 
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Since time immemorial the sea has been the great un- 
known. Despite his fears and the many myths and 
fables about the life inhabiting this mystery abyss, man 
has devised every possible means fathom the vast 
and fascinating watery realm. This long history 
underwater adventures the topic these two ency- 
clopedic works. The only essential difference 
their manner approach and style reporting. The 
work two French authors much more scientific and 
scholarly, quite akin times learned dissertation. 
That Dugan shows the hand the journalist, more 
casual and popular its approach, its factual data 
frequently interspersed with the stories men whom 
the author has interviewed. result the former 
book much more readable affair, smoothly flowing 
narrative with occasional moment drama. Dugan’s 
Man Under the Sea lacks story quality; each chapter 
traces the development different device, and 
more disjointed, all too frequently wholly lacking 
reader appeal. seems much more suit- 
able for topical reading and reference. 

both accounts are taken back ancient times 
witness the exploits the early Greek and Roman 
among whom find even Alexander the 
Great. The middle ages and subsequent periods bring 
Leonardo Vinci and Jules Verne, until 
finally reach our own day when underwater activities 
have become sport and big business. the course 
this historical survey learn the various types 
diving helmets, suits and bells, submarine escape 
lungs and the modern aqualung. enter the realm 
underwater archaeology, physiology, geology, photog- 
raphy and television. Our guides take through the 
sea for pleasure and for warfare. admire the 
ingenuity the men who have descended more than 
two miles bathyscopes, wonder what 
store for those who will venture the depths the 
future. 

Man Under the Sea and Man and the Underwater 
World are two notable contributions another attempt 
man’s part learn more the world about him. 
Both are well indexed for easy reference. Additionally, 
Dugan has included chronology events from 415 
B.C. 1955 and comprehensive bibliography. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Wheeler, Sir Mortimer 
Dutton. May 236p. $4.00. 


“Turning out Mall, was transfixed the 
steely gaze Mr. Augustus John. ‘Hullo, Rikki,’ 
said; ‘still ‘Hullo, Augustus,’ replied; ‘still 
both grunted and passed on.” 

This seems typically British way starting the 
Preface typically British book. often letting 
the part stand for the whole, Sir Mortimer crowds the 
account busy and important life—in two profes- 
sions—into this moderately-sized book. 

The two professions were: soldiering, World Wars 
and II; and archaeology the rest the time from before 
1914 now. 


Sir Mortimer has excavations many famous site 
credit: such Maiden Castle, Caerlon and Veru- 


Still Digging 


Wheeler Cottrell Pfeiffer 


lamium. also worked France and India; and 
revivified the failing Indian Archaeological Service. But 
the erection the Institute Archaeology London 
was not only important itself, but also symbol 
the fact that Sir Mortimer played basic role the 
conversion archaeology from treasure-hunting 
Science. 

This book should make good reading for those inter- 
ested archaeology and the personalities its prac- 
titioners. 


Cottrell, Leonard The Mountains Pharaoh 
Rinehart. Apr. 23, 1956. 285p. $5.00. 


This pretty good book about those ironic monu- 
ments, the Pyramids Egypt; ironic, because, almost 
without exception, the tombs the Pharaohs have 
long since been rifled the mummies and the multi- 
tudinous objects and pictures which the Pharaohs 
thought they needed the afterlife. so, the 
monuments have fared better than the statue Ozy- 
mandias. 


The author’s intention was not simply write another 
book about the monuments, but rather account 
the adventurers, explorers and archaeologists who have 
worked the Pyramids. pursuance this inten- 
tion, has succeeded better for the earlier times; his 
personal anecdotes become more antiseptic they ap- 
proach the present. This expected, when 
dealing with the living, suppose; but could have 
gathered some good stories word mouth about 
archaeologists generation ago. particularly missed 
many lively stories about the fabulous Sir Flinders 
Petrie, who does not come alive this book. 


all events, Cottrell has presented good account 
the gradual growth knowledge concerning the pass- 
ages and chambers the Pyramids. This part will 
take bit careful reading. His version the evolu- 
tion the Pyramid tomb from the ancient pit burials, 
through the mastaba tomb and the stepped pyramid, 
sound. casually brushes aside those who have 
vainly labored, (and often with what assiduity worthy 
better cause!), correlate various Pyramid meas- 
urements with the Bible, lost-continent theories, etc. 
This scientifically well-founded book, and should 
interesting reading for anyone, from upper High 
School student adult, who antecedently, but even 
moderately, interested the subject. 


Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Pfeiffer, John The Changing Universe 
Random House. May 14, 1956. 243p. $4.75. 


Twenty-five years ago young man named Karl Jansky 
was sent new radio station the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories. was assigned the problem detect- 
ing and analyzing static, plague radio reception. 
Within short time, Jansky had detected one source 
radio static: actual emanations from the stars 
certain frequencies. the science radio astronomy 


had its birth. 


From this humble beginning the new science has grown 
along gargantuan lines. All over the world there are 
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gigantic receivers operation today, tuned the stars, 
the planets, the galaxies, the great clouds cosmic 
dust all over the universe; and from the patient analysis 
thousands receptions are gradually getting 
picture the universe which not only the sister 
optical astronomy, but even its guiding brother spe- 
cial fields. interesting example this latter the 
latest picture the corona the sun. Optical astron- 
omy had given its definition, but radio astronomy has 
now pretty well established the fact its extending 
far beyond those limits. 


The possibilities this science are nearly beyond 
imagination. The giant telescope Palomar has been 
peering into the dim reaches space, mapping uni- 
verse the size which staggering. But even beyond 
the range that giant ’scope lie galaxies which are 
sending radio transmissions across billions light years, 
and which will fair game for the new astronomy. 
Even more significant, the prohibitive glow the center 
our own Milky Way, insuperable obstacle 
photography and optical astronomy, not only 
hindrance the work the radio astronomer peering 
through along his own frequencies, but even fair 
game for his attempt give more complete pic- 
ture galactic space, and hence more complete 
understanding intergalactic relationships. 


Strange suspicions the part radio astronomers 
have already been confirmed. Graham Smith analyzed 
the radio waves from Cygnus and suspected that only 
colossal cosmic collison could possibly account for 
their intensity. mailed his observations Walter 
Baade Palomar; Baade’s own observations had led 
him suspect that here had the most fantastic 
thing all the universe—two galaxies collision. 
Baade’s conclusions were gently spoofed Minkowski 
and the men bet bottle whisky the theory. 
spectroscope was called settle the case, and when 
Neon turned the spectroscope, Minkowski was 
shaken. When iron rare metal produced under 
only extremely violent conditions, Minkowski paid off. 


would impossible the space brief review 
talk about the thousands intriguing suggestions 
Pfeiffer’s The Changing Universe. you have any love 
for the great mysteries the cosmos, this the first 
work new field which you must read. only 
history the new science; but its pages may 
glimpsed the outlines whole new science which 
may give picture the universe incomparably 
more complete than our present one, picture taken 
through the eyes radio receiver which tuned 
catch the soft murmurs planets, the rumbling 
suns, and the cataclysmic roar galaxies. you have 
ever looked the stars and found them beautiful, 
read this. magnificent work. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila All the Books Life 
Harper. May 23,1956. 192p. $3.00. 


the sprightly, engaging, and disarming preface which 
she wrote for All the Books Life, Sheila Kaye- 


Kaye-Smith Ridgway 


Best SELLERs 


Smith said that her autobiography, far readers’ 
interest concerned, was written twenty years ago. 
Yet she found the temptation look back and report 
her findings irresistible; she decided look back 
the books she had read and tell people about those 
books, not way bringing reader into the library 
but for the purpose leading him along the road 
which myself have traveled through the years and 
telling what, though cannot called 
raphy, nevertheless own story.” story well 
worth telling. 

monologue about “books have read” does not 
first blush seem likely attract many listeners. Miss 
Kaye-Smith had, however, double advantage tack. 
ling this subject—her reading was wide and interesting, 
and she was apparently constitutionally incapable 
prosiness talking about what she had read. Early 
life she decided novelist; naturally, therefore, 
great proportion her early reading was fiction. But 
she eventually read many other sorts things too and 
she discusses them all; about some she says too 
but upon none does she dwell too long. And always 
the relation books her life and her developing 
personality clear. 

say that this work neatly divided into sections 
would give false impression. true that 
there are sections, beginning with one 
books and ending with one the pleasure reading 
many years; but the development the whole “auto 
biographical excursion” organic rather than mechani 
cal and reading simply matter growing ever 
better acquainted with very intelligent and amiable 
person. the end the last chapter, Miss Kaye 
Smith was looking forward still more reading but 
actually there was little left her the toilsome 
human method gaining knowledge—she died las 
January. 
When Miss Kaye-Smith says her failure appre 
ciate some works, “No doubt the fault mine,” 
protestation guilt may sound more sincere than 
the many other similar protestations have heard. 
There is, though, evident all she says herself the 
humility which prerequisite wisdom. She 
assuming and perceptive and expresses herself 
clear, lively who interested books 
the growth human mind and the stuff the 
mind feeds on, will enjoy All the Books Life. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Ridgway, Matthew B., told Harold Martin 
Soldier: The Memoirs Matthew Ridgway 
Harper. Apr. 25,1956. 371p. $5.00. 


the life General George Washington, there 
noted occasions when, command the 
Armies, discovered abysmal ignorance the 
politicians, yet refused express his own 
outside the proper channels command, lest should 
statesman. His determination keep the civilian and 
the soldier apart was one his most firm convictions 
Traditionally, therefore, the professional soldier 
the soldier, and does not cross over the 
statesmanship. 
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But recent years, the work the General armies 
has taken additional coloration from the very 
nature his work with soldiers and citizens other 
lands, and are now producing new race soldier- 
statesman who must prepared operate both 
levels with equal skill. Matthew Ridgway one 
such, and may even the most significant. His 
biography, therefore, study paramount import- 
ance. 


Ridgway came from family that was rooted deeply 
the tradition the professional soldier. en- 
trance into the army was almost matter course, 
and rose steadily through the ranks. When the 
Second World War broke out, was just moving into 
the top echelons command, and his early work 
the war quickly put him command function was 
just below the very top. distinguished himself 
the organization paratroop army, and each exploit 
was involved with pushed his fine reputation even 
higher. 

With the end the War and the retirement much 
the top command the American Army, Ridgway 
was natural for the very top posts the army, and 
took over Chief Staff. (That this digest passes 
lightly over vast portion his life obvious, but 
detailed review possible here.) 


What significant, therefore, the reading this 
book, the opportunity meet man who was in- 
volved with the highest decisions the Second World 
War and the period that has followed. has been 
trained think clearly, and his exalted post the 
armed forces has given him practice expression 
opinions that forthright. Reviewing his life, does 
not mince words when feels that his own decisions 
the decisions his superiors were unwise—and this 
candor which has been notably absent from 
the works other soldiers. (Bradley, course, did 
some rough work few people, but Bradley’s rough- 
ness was occasionally the nature blindly striking 
out enemies that did not exist—as was his bitter 
attack the Air Force over their bombing the 
American troops St. Lo, when was actually 
assured the Air Force that our troops would cer- 
tainly hit would not pull them back fifteen 
hundred yards further. chose not pull them 
back.) Even with his friends Ridgway casually ob- 
serves their limitations and faults, and particularly 
frank about the absurd thinking rampant over the 
proper functioning and deployment the paratroop 
army, thinking which led its commitment battle 
where such commitment was justified. 


Possibly the most interesting section the book that 
part dealing with the Far East. This area the 
world about which most are rather poorly in- 
formed, and unquestionably Ridgway’s analysis the 
there, and the methods meeting the prob- 
lems, will attacked. cannot say that agree with 
his thoughts concerning the inadvisability armed 
aggression free the Asia mainland, but must confess 
that his citation the history Western Civilization 
potent argument than any might muster. 


This book for the thoughtful student 
its wealth interesting tales combat, but behind 
each narration the attempt the part Ridgway 


Uhlan 


evaluate, rather than merely tell, the story any 
battle. reading for the student current 
affairs. interesting reading for the casual reader. 
might almost text modern American inter- 
national politics. You might disagree with the text, 
but would wonderful jumping off point for such 
disagreement. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Uhlan, Edward The Rogue Publishers’ Row 
Exposition. May 10, 1956. 238p. $3.50. 


With only 1,000 books published out the 50,000 
annually submitted hopeful authors, the odds against 
commercial book-length manuscript finding its way 
into print are about 99-1. 


with this that the subsidy cooperative 
“vanity” publisher concerns himself. One such pub- 
lisher was Sylvia Beach whose Shakespeare Bookstore 
the Rue Odéon published James Joyce’s 
Ulysses, book that has influenced the literary trends 
century. 


Another slicker, more commercial but none less dedi- 
cated example Edward Uhlan, author and publisher 
this book, President Exposition Press Inc., and 
self-styled “rogue publishers’ row.” 

Uhlan decided become publisher back 1935. 
had $15, six hundred postcards 
Uhlan worked sales letter offering $25 Liberty 
Bond for the best poem submitted his poetry con- 
test. Then authored another letter offering print 
the poetry volume. 

obtain more operating capital Uhlan fraudulently 
obtained extra food coupons and sold them. also 
appropriated for his own use postage stamps forwarded 
authors case their works were rejected. 


wasn’t long before Uhlan amassed enough “vanity” 
response able print and sell 128-page book 
poems, and was business. Last year, terms 
books sold, Exposition Press ranked sixth among 
the publishing houses the mean feat 
considering that the top house the list has been 
business century more. 

Because their volume business, can publish 
for $12 page, book costing another house $30 page 
turn out. Included the price are slick merchan- 
dising designed move the book quickly, 
and more than generous share the royalties. 


the last four years, has published 800 volumes 
including novels, biographies, autobiographies, philo- 
sophic works, poetry, religious, history, cook, travel and 
how-to books. 

There are some blatant inconsistencies this racy, 
highly personal, anecdotal and sometimes uncouth sur- 
vey books, places and events, when author Uhlan 
deplores the air exxclusiveness built the book 
clubs stampede the membership into buying the 
latest offerings. 

almost the next breath, Uhlan says that what the 
industry needs most isa Barnum. And, perhaps unwit- 
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Maynard 


tingly influenced book club marketing, Uhlan wants 
his Barnum grey flannel suit. 


Notwithstanding the sophomoric ring attending Uhlan’s 
discussion prudery, book censorship, McCarthyism, 
etc., include other old chestnuts, those with pro- 
fessional personal interest books and writers will 
find The Rogue Publisher’s Row interesting. 
sure prompt other firms similar works only 
“to set the record straight.” 


Arthur North, 
The Daily News, 
New York, New York 


Maynard, Theodore St. Ignatius and the Jesuits 
Kenedy. May 213p. $3.00. 


not possible tell the full story Saint Ignatius, 
let alone the Jesuits who joined and followed him, 
small compass two hundred pages; but pos- 
sible introduce readers that Spanish hidalgo whose 
soldiering for the faith made him world figure that 
his soldiering for the Spanish crown would never have 
permitted him achieve. Theodore Maynard, grown 
gray the service scholarship and the Church, 
has achieved just that happy effect his latest work, 
St. Ignatius and the Jesuits. 


The story too well known rehearsed here. Suf- 
fice say that after generous introduction fifteen 
pages devoted untangling misconceptions and setting 
the stage for further discussion “problems,” the au- 
thor moves through the familiar story sixteen chap- 
ters, starting with the Loyola” and ending with 
review the corporate achievements the Society 
Jesus. And his material consists not only pains- 
taking analysis the careful, even slow, development 
the Jesuit idea the mind Ignatius, but such 
wide-sweeping subjects their Constitutions, mission- 
ary efforts—with glowing tribute the great St. 
Francis Xavier who flamed through the Far East like 
firebrand the Lord—their work among American 
Indian groups, the sad days their almost complete 
suppression, their restoration the nineteenth century 
and the full blossoming the Society, with signally 
successful renaissance. Almost any chapter has 
key topic person. Ignatius inseparable from the 
Spiritual Exercises, wonder Mr. Maynard knows 
that the late General Patton expressed keen interest 
them?); and the remarkable Father Smets almost 
fills the chapter the American Indian missions; while 
their connived-at existence countries which had offi- 
cially expelled them was simply because there were 
educators take their place. Theodore Maynard has 
not studded his work with great names ease the task 
telling the history the Society and its founder; in- 
deed, has been forced pay only glancing honors 
such figures Matthew Ricci and Cardinal Bellar- 
mine, order keep his tale moving. The work is, 
therefore, balanced and seems have achieved what 
its experienced author had mind, pleasurable in- 
troduction great too vast for popular treat- 
ment, but too important not merit popular version. 


The author himself is, course, most interesting 
figure, and perhaps one but Mr. Maynard, born 
India, could have written the understanding chapter 


Bissonette Best 
composed the Indian peoples subjects the 
evangelism the great Francis Xavier. Moreover, 
has lived long and fruitfully, and his pleasant and in. 
structive obiter dicta, even such humorous remarks 
that one would tactless notice the feet young 
man actor female role, form not small portion 
the delight this volume affords. you are not 
quainted with the story the illustrious Loyola and 
his Society, begin learn about from this 


volume. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Bissonette, Georges Moscow Was Parish 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 273p. $4.00. 


view the fact that 183 its 273 pages cover three 
long trips the author made various parts the Soviet 
Union, this volume might more accurately called 
its sub title, New Glimpse Inside the Soviet 
Union.” 


This observation, not criticism. For Father Bis 
sonette, most enthusiastic traveler, not only learned 
great deal about the Soviet Union could never 
have discovered staying Moscow, but passes 
others via his book. 


Notable among the discoveries made were these: 
Even travelers with permissions and papers ordet 
are “tailed” constantly. What true one part 
the country not true another. The Soviet Union 
possesses vastness beyond all belief. American 
make car holds childlike fascination for the 
Soviet citizen. Even classless society there 
class distinctions. 


The author, Assumptionist priest who was the 
American clergyman administering the foreign 
ony Moscow from January, 1953 March, 
relates these and countless other items the travel 
journal portion this work. 


the remainder the book describes how had 
become all things all men order save 
This involved him series social, athletic and 
extracurricular activities which, added 
religious functions, left little time for himself. 


Particularly impressive are his references the priest 
who passed through Moscow their way home 
imprisonment, the solidarity the foreign colony 
Moscow, the place the Russian Orthodox Church 
Soviet life, the condition religion the Soviet Union 
and the circumstances his sudden expulsion from 
country. 

Father Bissonette’s analysis Russian’s approach 
religion, his remarks about the present state 
Orthodox Church Russia and his information 
the other major faiths that vast country make 
book valuable any library. 


Without recriminations any kind makes clea 
that his expulsion was the form retaliation 
the action the State Department refusing 
the visitor’s permit Exarch Germogen and 
Archbishop Boris. 
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Written simple, relaxed style Moscow Was 
Parish informative, entertaining book that will not 
fail hold the attention even the most casual reader. 


Msgr. Thomas Cawley, 
Editor, The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Dunn, Robert World Alive 


Crown. May 25, 1956. 480p. $5.00. 

This the personal story journalist who journeyed 
from Newport, New York, Squam Lake, H., and 
Cambridge Alaska, Odessa, Bursa, Erevan, Baku, 
Novorosski, Stamboul, Angora, London, Moscow, Kiev, 
Anatolia, Patagonia, Mexico, Venezuela, and anywhere 
you think the wind blows. The Klondike gold rush, 
mushing about the Yukon, the eruption Mt. 
Cook and Mt. McKinley, the Russo-Japanese war, Ber- 
ing Sea adventures, mountain climbing, Russian vol- 
canoes, bear hunts, Vera Cruz, World War Pancho 
Villa hunts Mexico, bandit-hunting Haiti, keeping 
tabs politics and guile Allied jealousies 
intelligence agent Byzantium, observer Armenian- 
Turkish enmities and unrest the Near East, Turkish 
nationalism and Bolshevism, the Congress the Na- 
tions the Irient (1921), the fall Georgia, Greek 
and Turk difficulties, post-Pearl Harbor activities 
assistant attaché, and climbing the Galeras volcano 
—all are packed into this autobiography. 


Popping the pages are names outstanding per- 
sonages: Lincoln Steffens, Harvey O’Higgins, George 
Santayana, Carrie Nation, Ida Tarbell, Alexander 
Graham Bell, Richard Harding Davis, Jack London, 
John Reed, Nellie Bly, Mabel Dodge, Damon Runyan, 
Floyd Gibbons, Allen Dulles, Clare Booth Luce, Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, and John Gunther. You are get 
the impression that this has been full fie, crammed 
with incidents and famous people. 


you keep remembering that this the record 
journalist who followed Lincoln Steffens’ advice, “Write 
all; put things down just they happen, exactly,” 
then you won’t let down the potpourri incon- 
sequential trivia the author interested in. This 
water-bug writing—hops, skips, and bumps that are an- 
noyingly tantalizing because they never come any- 
thing definite. The concrete and specific noun have 
been put such functionless use, for though the 
image and the sensation are described, there little 
teflection assimilation what the pictures and emo- 
tions mean. Where there should thrills, there are 


yawns. All the material for rich story here: the 


sights, the sounds, the odors, the gunfire, but poof! the 
giant firecrackers and the ladyfingers sputter off into 
the stardust sparklers, the insignificant facts, (e.g., 
“one bread equals nine tenths pound”). 


The literary writer’s care for detail translated here 
into the journalist’s faithfulness fact: “At the settle- 
ment careworn housewife violet sack gave tea 
hut, and later the staroca (headman) dined 
smoked-fish chowder, boiled bear, and sour milk 
roasted brown. The villagers were building 
new balagans—gaunt cribs stilts with lad- 
ders, for storing salmon—but agreed take our load 
the yourt (camp) where unbroken snow began. 


Dunn Swanberg 


Thence could sled The metaphor 
and the simile are rare, and when they appear 
find someone who “as mad wet hen” who 
has “the look the cat who swallowed the canary.” 
Adolescents and some who are older will not only 
bored the dull anecdotes but they might wonder 
about the frequent references brothels and 
the casual and intended blasphemy that the author 
needlessly brings (p. 258). The naive remarks about 
religion (p. 446, 452) may tolerated charitably, since 
they come from self-styled agnostic, whose one thesis 
seems that “religion and politics, more than races, 
divide peoples.” 
Antagonism against Britain, (“the historic British 
colonial policy fomenting trouble that British 
troops might step and restore order”), and disbelief 
America, (“my patriotism weakens daily toward 
country that seems lost thought-control 
leged are part the personality man who 
has found diversion from his inward tensions travel 
and adventure. 
Here the narrative what called the “individual 
quest,” the antithesis Seven-Storey Mountain. 
“Egos the world,” says Dunn, “arise!” answer 
the question whether humanity worth saving, Dunn 
says, “Nature, which took our earth eons make man, 
keeps rich and strong enough begin another million 
years the same job.” “Good green chow” is, the 
way, item that both Dunn and the Turks love, and 
that what call spinach. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston, College, 

Boston, Massachusetts 


Swanberg, Sickles the Incredible 
Scribners. May 433p. $6.00. 


period which produced such odd characters 
Grant, Joe Hooker, Ambrose Burnside, Stone- 
wall Jackson, Dick Ewell, Boss Tweed and “Spoons” 
Butler, the adjective “incredible” must merited, not 
awarded lightly. his fine book, Mr. Swanberg proves 
Daniel Sickles had first title and preeminent right 
the sobriquet. 


Life for Dan Sickles brought daily denouement. the 
author says him: “He was always some sort 
crisis, financial, legislative, sexual homicidal.” 


Here the full-scale, well-documented biography 
the man who shot and killed Philip Barton Key, son 
the composer “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Here 
full account the man who went Albany State 
House and visit the Queen England with prosti- 
tute his arm. Here the man who defied orders 
and put his troops into the Peach Orchard and wheat- 
field Gettysburg. the vindictive, vengeful 
military commander the Carolinas. Here the play- 
boy ambassador Spain and the lover the deposed 
Queen Isabella. 


Sickles was man guile and intrigue. The Ostend 
Manifesto, the impeachment President Johnson, the 
devious Erie Railroad scandal, all knew his fine Machia- 
vellian hand. 


clever politician, military hero, posturing dolt? 


100 


None these questions can settled with complete 
satisfaction; but they are treated objectively and 
length this definitive biography much-neglected 
figure. 
Sickles’ life was lived incredible pace and the book 
adopts the same headlong manner. This man’s life was 
full that the Civil War itself just another episode 
it. The wildly improbable events before and after 
the war are just exciting and important Sickles 
and any understanding him. 
Sickles was friend and confidant five presidents. 
was ironic that his wily moves went unpunished and 
undetected while his kindnesses, such his forgiving 
his erring wife, brought him disgrace and 
haps most typical the man was his sending the leg 
with instructions that put public display. 
Indeed, this Sickles the incredible! 

Stephen Laut, 


University Scranton 


Davis, Burke Gray Fox 


Rinehart. Apr. 30, 1956. 466p. $6.00. 

Burke Davis, native North Carolina, has continued 
his biographical junket into the army Northern Vir- 
ginia. His biography General Jackson, They Called 
Him Stonewall, was well received and this reviewer 
regarded sound and scholarly analysis the 
lemon-sucking cavalry leader. Now Mr. Davis, having 
delved into the vast store-house Civil War impedi- 
menta, has written biography Robert Lee, which 
pleased title Gray Fox. But seems that 
the publisher should have warned us, the book 
jacket perhaps, that this book covers only the General 
Lee the Civil War, four-year slice his life 
and nothing more. Many innocent book-buyer may 
swayed purchase this biography under the mis- 
apprehension that complete Life Lee. But 
Lee was “Gray Fox” only between 1861 and 
1865. 

Gray Fox begins Arlington, Virginia, April, 1861; 
ends Appomattox Court House, Virginia, April, 
1865. standard history the Civil War with 
Lee emerging the focal point all military activity, 
and still the dignified, grand, Bayard the Con- 
federacy. 

After his early trials Western Virginia, Lee was 
called back Richmond help President Davis, 
(Jefferson Davis), with military planning. When the 
sensitive Joseph Johnston was wounded May 31, 
1862, Lee took command the Army North Vir- 
ginia. commanded this magnificent army for the 
next thirty-four months. Lee combined soldierly dig- 
nity with diplomatic tact. anyone considered him 
unfriendly light was George Pickett, whose 
mind Gettysburg never ceased rankle. Otherwise, 
everyone loved the great soldier, Lee. Even, says Mr. 
Davis, General Grant seemed embarrassed his pres- 
ence. Infantrymen cheered when, astride his horse 
Traveller, Lee rode into their midst. 


Perhaps give his version Lee’s war years fresh 
look Mr. Davis uses the technique have come call 
the “flash-back” “you-are-there” technique. Letters 
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from soldiers, Lee’s reports and personal correspondence 
are woven into the fabric convey sense personal 
participation great events. Gray Fox is, furthermore, 
adequately documented. has pictures for the Civil 
War fans. Bearded Jubal Early and “Beauty” Stuart 
stare out the past. Maps campaigns are well 
chosen and simplified for the casual reader. But Lee 
emerges, after reading this book, the same Gen- 
eral Lee have always respected; felt somehow 
down that Mr. Davis had succeeded giving noth 
ing new. But that is, sure, fault this sincere 
author—he simply cannot improve greatness that 
already established. spite the blurbs the dust 
jacket, Lee needs not humanized; has alread; 

Frank Brown, 

Chairman, History Department, 

University Scranton 


Clark, Mrs. Mary Captain’s Bride, General’s Lad; 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 278p. $3.95. 


has become fashionable for great men write 
memoirs. (It has also become rather profitable, wit 
ness the cool million dropped the happy 
hat—capital gains yet—for his Crusade Europe) 
And has become fashionable for the wives 
great write their memoirs. that particular league 
Mrs. Mark Clark’s Captain’s Bride, General’s Lady 
the latest and not most undistinguished entry. 

Clark tough general. had tough, dirty job 
during World War II, did thoroughly, and took 
quite beating for one apparent error tactics which 
cost lot men. But those battles are easy 
retrospect, aren’t went even greate 
things Korea—becoming dubiously immortal for 
great comment the uprising among the 
prisoners: “This definitely breach regulations’ 
Mrs. Clark not tough, nor has she written any 
stirring sentences quoted above, but she has 
refinement, with pleasant pen and charming 


There not any sense the book that Mrs. Clark 
actually the moving force behind her husband. 
had little nothing with the decisions 
which must rest Clark’s reputation man and: 
soldier. But when Clark needed someone move 
with him and handle the social amenities the sitv 
ation, his wife was there, and she was tops. 
she does not have any boudoir intimacies which 
lated the Duchess Windsor’s readers, she does 
some charming stories meeting some the mos 
distinguished people public life today, both 
ica and abroad. Not too many men will find this 
particular cup tea, but the ladies should back 
seconds every time. She sounds like nice wife 
come home to. Summary: Keep hand for 
nine guests who still know how read. 


Bedoyere, Michael 

The Archbishop and the 
Pantheon. Apr. 26,1956. 252p. $3.50. 
Late the seventeenth century there occurred 
France famous and tragic theological duel 
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Archbishop Bossuet, the “Eagle Meaux” and Arch- controversies concerning Dixon-Yates. The book 


bishop Fénelon, the “Swan Cambrai.” was fam- 
ous for involved two the most prominent Church- 
men France; tragic that the entire nation was 
embroiled the controversy which was scandal 
many, and delight the enemies the Church. The 
dispute concerned the teachings Madame Guyon, 
mystic accused Quietism. Before was over the 
gentle, scholarly Fénelon saw his teachings condemned 
and himself fallen into disfavor with Louis XIV ,while 
Madame Guyon suffered imprisonment and disgrace. 


The Archbishop and the Lady, Michael Bedo- 
yere, editor the Catholic Herald, retells this story 
detail. The author believes that the Swan Cambrai 
has been misunderstood, and that careful study 
the controversy places Fénelon and his teachings 
far better light than superficial account would indi- 
cate. Indeed the picture portrays papal reluc- 
tance condemn writings, and the 
tical machinations involved the ultimate decision 
would shock the 20th Century reader who unaware 
the impact Quietism Europe already torn 
with religious dissension. There particularly tragic 
element the extremes which the great Bossuet 
permitted himself led the heat battle. Only 
the gravity with which viewed the danger new 
heresies would explain—and that hardly justify—some 
the actions taken. 

The author builds substantial case defense 
Madame Guyon’s orthodoxy and filial piety. 
indicates also that although the precise wording some 
Fénelon’s writings were condemned, his essential 
thesis was orthodox, and his submission Rome under 
trying circumstances was exemplary. 


This book interest mainly students Church 
history, the history France, and those who find 
intriguing the struggle great personalities moments 
crisis. 

Robert Cronin, 

Glens Falls, New York 


IT’S ELECTION YEAR— 
Rovere, Richard 
Affairs State: 1950-1956. The 
Eisenhower Years 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 6,1956. 390p. $4.50. 


Pusey, Merlo Eisenhower the President 
Macmillan. Apr. 27,1956. 300p. $3.75. 


Rossiter, Clinton The American Presidency 
Harcourt, Brace. May 14,1956. 175p. $2.95. 


this presidential-election year, voter, librarian 
teacher government can complain about shortage 
any level analyses the presidency. 


One the least valuable books the subject Merle 
Pusey’s Eisenhower The President. Pusey won the 
1952 Pilitzer Prize for his definitive biography Charles 
Evans Hughes. view his excellent background his 
latest book disappointing. Eisenhower the President 
standard election-year campaign document. This 
book has less than page heart attack 
and its effects; nothing about Ridgeway’s protest credit- 
with preventing intervention hopeless situation 
Indochina; and complete glossing-over the real 


completely superficial, totally uncritical, laudatory 
piece propaganda misleading the uninformed 
useless except campaign literature for dis- 
tribution Republican partisans. 


Richard Rovere’s The Eisenhower Years literate, 
though dated; sharp, though non-partisan; and ex- 
cellent device for recapturing penetrating contemporary 
analyses some the events and personalities 
recent history. Because the space and time limita- 
tions The New Yorker which the various portions 
which make this book first appeared, many import- 
ant topics are barely mentioned. Rovere’s criticisms 
Eisenhower and other political personages are point- 
edly made, but always with qualifying balance 
historical and political perspective. Eisenhower emerges 
mediocre president with some success only the 
field foreign policy; but never one the very 
great one the worst presidents. This book could 
well read those who wish prepare themselves 
maintain balance the coming onslaught election 
propaganda. 


Clinton Rossiter’s The American Presidency ex- 
cellent combination scholarly knowledge, sound per- 
sonal judgment and clarity organization and style. 
The American Presidency review the basic 
powers and limits the presidency has been 
affected historical changes and the personalities 
the various incumbents. The climax clear-cutting 
analysis the office today and those who 
most recently have occupied it. The author’s ratings 
Truman with the great and Eisenhower with the 
not great presidents are sure provoke thought and 
discussion. 


the three, The American Presidency far and away 
the best. Indeed, doubt any other book the sub- 
ject equals this one suitability for the general reader 
and the student; even the learned professionals would 
well review Rossiter’s analysis the presidency. 
edition the New American Library, $0.35 
the copy; which price will excellent supple- 
mentary text reading assignment for the secondary 


level through the Ph.D. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy Department, 
Fordham University 


Anderson, Jack and Blumenthal, Fred 

The Kefauver Story 
Dial. May 240p. $3.00. 
the Senator’s career thoroughly 
Especially interesting are the chapters his early legal 
experience, his battle with the Crump political ma- 
chine, and his highly-publicized crime investigation. 
There positively fascinating account the pro- 
ceedings the Democratic Convention 1952. Tru- 
mans’ powerful influence, the machinations Scott 
Lucas, backstage manipulations, and Kefauver’s activi- 
ties form spellbinding episode. There much valu- 
able information about TVA and very illuminating 
chapter the Dixon-Yates Bill. All these ele- 
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ments give the reader many insights, not only into poli- 
tical life, but also into many the past and current 
problems our national life. 


But, above all, this biography the portrait able 
man and man integrity. There considerable 
tendency many circles regard Kefauver 
slightly comic fellow coonskin cap. this book 
irrefutably proves, nothing could further from the 
truth. Kefauver serious, dedicated, purposeful 
individual. The many occasions where has placed 
principle above party—even when knew would 
cost him heavily—shine clearly his shame 
that public ignorance has blurred the real stature the 
man. Reading this biography imperative for any 
fair-minded person who wishes informed ade- 
quately one the most interesting figures our 
time. The book well-written. excellent for any 


library any book-shelf. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


WORTH 


Gollwitzer, Helmut, with Kathe Kuhn and 
Reinhold Schneider 
Dying Live 


Pantheon. Apr. 27,1956. 285p. $4.50. 


Reinhold Niebuhr and George Schuster each con- 
tribute appreciative introduction this collection 
the final messages and records some the victims 
and martyrs the Nazi scourge. You may never have 
heard most the roll heroes and heroines the 
years 1933 1945 herein memorialized; but their mes- 
sages are deeply moving, inspiring testimony courage 
the face cruel tragedy. are priests and 
pastors, men and women, boys and girls, officers and 
tradesmen. read their last messages, learn the 
calm firm faith which supported them draw living 
waters from deep well peace. This collection 
the testaments heroes. 


Davis, Thurston and Joseph Small (editors) 
John Farge Reader 


America. Apr. 27,1956. 272p. $3.50. 


The editor America has, with the assistance Mr. 
Small and the help introduction Rev. Harold 
Gardiner, S.J., selected some the innumerable 
articles and essays which Father John Farge has 
contributed the pages the weekly Jesuit review 
through his more than score years association with 
pleasant read wisdom salted with wit and find 
truth made trenchant. Those who cherish Father 
Farge’s exceptional autobiography, The Manner Ordi- 
nary will want this companion piece. 


Ward, They Saw His Glory 
Sheed Ward. May 16, 1956. 278p. $4.50. 


this fine book, Maisie Ward (Mrs. Frank Sheed, 
Sheed and Ward) has gathered the fruits studies 


she undertook the course her active career the 


Gollwitzer Davis Ward Sorokin 


Catholic Evidence Guild. These studies led her 
reading the finest modern commentaries the four| 
Gospels and the Acts the Apostles. The book opens 
with brief introduction the importance and the 
background the gospels. order, then, the 
writes about each gospel and the Acts the 
information concerning the author, the style, 
ment and major ideas each book clearly and 
gagingly set down. 
college teacher course which runs parallel 
the organization and material this volume, 
found very interesting. excellent 
the Gospels should find place among the books 
educated readers. seems that the price may 
scare off some prospective purchasers and readers. 


Sorokin, Pitirim 

Fads and Foibles Modern Sociology 

and Related Sciences 
Regnery. May 14, 1956. 357p. $10.00. 
live age tests. The traditional I.Q. 
one weapon extensive arsenal devised rout 
uncertainty matters human relations. Firms can 
give quizzes junior executives find out their 
ties for higher positions. Prospective spouses can 
mine the suitability their intended partners. 
bers Congress can given figures the 
shading public opinion regard the most 
nical and abstruse subjects. 


Sooner later, someone was bound call halt 
the rather absurd attempts secure complete mathe 
matical certainty such delicate matters huma 
aptitudes, abilities, and achievements. 
teachers have known for many years 
results not parallel the grades received I.Q. tests 
and that achievement life may not closely 
success school. Politicians often refuse dis 
mayed adverse public-opinion poll findings. 
know that such opinion, even was accurately 
veyed, can readily changed. 


These common-sense reactions were often dismissed 
unscientific some professional pedogogues 
gists. They held that the protesters were behind 
times and failed understand what they criticized 
But the sceptics may now take heart. Professor 
has come their rescue with massive attack 
the misuse statistics and quantitative data 
ology and related sciences. For good measure, 
also tilted his lance against those who are 
coining new words for old ideas, thus claiming 
themselves the merit discovery and brilliant inno 
vation. 


Three out thirteen chapters are devoted the sub 
ject tests. The author has objection 
such, but does feel that too much claimed 
existing tests. notes, for example, one 
sampling “superior students” and compares 
life achievement with what might have been 
from the tests. concludes that any random samp 
ling from the same social level would give 
results predicting achievement. another case, 
our “super-secret” government agencies used the 
tests available assigning its men particular 
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sions. Apparently the results were not too encouraging 
terms predicting human behavior through the use 
tests. 


Professor Sorokin has developed thesis which long 
overdue. With his stature the field and his obvious 
command the literature, his comments cannot 
lightly dismissed the reaction tyro unable 
grasp the complexities sociology.” those 
who had suspected, from our own empirical evi- 
dence, that the cult mathematics sociology was 
being carried too far, his arguments are welcome 
source confirmation. 


the same time, criticism abuse should not deter 
legitimate efforts work out statistical and quantitative 
data the field sociology and related sciences. Be- 
cause some have claimed too much, should not re- 
ject summarily the entire effort. Professor Sorokin 
undoubtedly shares this opinion, although may not 
clear all times this rather iconoclastic study. 


Content and style indicate that this book for pro- 


readers, such teachers, sociologists, psy- 
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disciplines involved. 


give you nightmares 


chologists, and others interested scientific study 
human behavior. hope that will widely 


read these circles, and that any controversy pro- 
vokes will redound ultimate improvements the 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 
Stephen Laut, S.J., Contributing Editor 


Perhaps it’s the dismal spring weather, perhaps the 
world situation; whatever be, the paperback output 
this month most gloomy, even frightening. 


Anchor Books leads the somber parade. Goya: The 
Disasters War, $1.25; IIa), contains repro- 
ductions etchings showing the horrors the 
Peninsular War with good introduction Xavier 
Salas and Elie Faure. These horrid masterpieces may 


Add Francois Mauriac’s 
Therese, (A-79, $0.95; IIa), adult novel guilt, 


grace and conscience; was originally published here 


Nietzsche’s Birth Tragedy and the Genealogy 
Morals, (A-81, $.95; II), heavy-going philosophy but 
may useful textbook Vann Woodward’s 
Reunion and Reaction, $0.95; study 
the Tilden-Hayes election and its implications, includ- 
ing evaluation. source materials. Valuable for 
the student The fourth volume Eric Bentley’s 
series The Modern Theatre devoted The Ameri- 
can Drama, (A-48-D, $1.25; IIa), and contains the 
texts Clyde Fitch’s “Captain Jinks the Horse 
Langdon Mitchell’s “The New York Idea,” 
Thornton Wilder’s “Pullman Car Hiawatha,” William 
Saroyan’s “The Man With the Heart the High- 
lands” and, glory be! the Swerling-Burrows-Loesser 
book for “Guys and Moses Hadas’ History 
Rome, (A-78, $0.95; IIa), welcome survey 
scholar the Columbia University faculty 
Perry Miller has edited collection excerpts 
the writings The American Puritans, (A-80, 
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$1.25; Ila), which should welcome one the 
texts for survey American literature Henri 
Pirenne’s Medieval Cities, (A-82, $0.95; IIa), re- 
printed with some emendations from the 1925 trans- 
lation Frank Halsey. makes good companion 
A-76, Coulanges’ The Ancient City the same 
series. 

Ballantine Books are Frank Edwards’ First 10,- 
000,000 Sponsors, (#138, $0.35; recounting the 
author’s experiences through years 
Frederick Pohn and Cyril Kornbluth’s Presidential 
Year, (144, $0.35; loose-end story how the 
candidates get nominated and their 
Col. Robert Scott’s God (145, $0.35; 
IIb), reprinted from 1943 original Harold Mead’s 
The Bright Phoenix, (147, $0.35; IIb), proving the 
world after atomic war will have just much vice 
and greed and lust today Lee Leighton’s Beyond 
the Pass, (148, $0.35; good solid tale bounty- 
hunter the west who finds himself liking his criminal 
quarry more than the lawmen who sent him the 
chase. 

Bantam present The Case the Talking Bug, the 
Gordons, (1455, $0.25; which phones are moni- 
tored vast scale crime prevention aid; 
men war and love The Sixth June, (F-1459, 
$0.50; Best Sellers, Aug. 15, 1955) Reamer 
Keller gives series cartoons Why the Long 
Puss? (1460, $0.25; IIa), but most them just don’t 
make funny Cry Viva! William Hopson tries 
give the color, passion and adventure the Mexi- 
can Revolution, (1461, $0.25; and though may 
serve movie script, too episodic and inconse- 
quential for novel Felix Jackson’s Help 
God, (A-1462, $0.35; IIb), was reviewed Best Sellers 
Oct. James Maresca first wrote Flag 
Down 1948, (1471, $0.25; IIa), series incidents 
from the whacky life New York cabbie Peter 
Cardoza has edited Wonderful Book For Children, 
(A-1464, $0.35; I), full games, free gifts available, 
etcetera, all for the small fry Though now 
nearly sixty years old, Booker Washington’s 
From Slavery, (FB-406, $0.50; I), tells one the most 
fascinating real-life stories our history 


Dell sticks its policy violence this month. The 
Pace That Kills, (105, $0.25; IV), about escaped 
murderer and his influence the sordid people his 
home town Victim, Robert Dietrich, 
(106, $0.25; IIb), brutal, debased study civic 
corruption Frank Kane’s Red Hot Ice, (901, $0.25; 
sends Johnny Liddell after $200,000 worth 
diamonds; tough but likeable Eye Witness, 
George Coxe, (902, $0.25; Ila), has Kent Murdock 
the photographer-detective held his own murderer; 
ingenious but fades the stretch Draw Drag, 
Wayne Overholser, (903, $0.25; IIa), another tale 
the power-mad rancher and his hold town; 
better than most, however The Steep Ascent 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh, (D-171, $0.35; I), ac- 
count fictional form flight over the Alps; Mrs. 
writes superbly and her love flying fills the slim 
book Steve Allen tries his hand the short story 
For Tonight, (D-172, $0.35; IIb), see B.S., Oct. 15, 
1955 for our comment Edison Marshall’s 1941 epic, 
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Benjamin Blake, (D-173, $0.35; IIb), tells the youth 
scorned 18th century England who made everybody 
eat humble-pie succeeding the South Seas. 
PermaBooks lead off with Visa Death Lacy, 
(M-3036, $0.25; IIb), toughie 
about the passport racket Pay-Off Black Hawk 
Harry Drago, (M-3038, $0.25; tells western 
sheriff the toils beauteous gun-girl Dolores 
Hichens Sleep With Strangers, (M-3040, $0.25; IIa), 
tells another those missing person yarns which end 
all sorts complications; but this only fairish 
Showdown Creek, Lucas Todd, (M-3044, $0.25; 
IIa), tough, well-plotted and interesting; about 
western killer “on the vengeance trail” Howard 
Swiggert The Strong Box, (M-4045, $0.35; IIa), deals 
international diplomacy and intrigue absorbing 
Frank Slaughter’s The Healer, (M-4051, $0.35; 
IIb), about hospitals, high-grade bourbon and high 
jinks among the medical staff. 

Pocket Books: The Big Store Oscar Schisgall, (1111, 
$0.35; so-so novel large department store 


intrigues The Girl from Frisco, (1112, $0.25; 
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has beautiful heroine heir beseiged stagecoach 
plot; good enough Philip Yordan’s Man the 
West, (1113, $0.25; slow-starting yarn about 
reformed gunfighter who wants only peace Agatha 
Christie will not disappoint her fans Many Steps 
Death, (1114, $0.25; which mixes communists, 
physicists and beautiful heroine Maxwell Griffith 
The Gadget Maker, (C-315, $0.35; IIb), 
through the love-life rocket expert; one 
the future the hands such dolts? Daphne 
Maurier, ever-slick, potboils her way through Mary 
Anne, (C-216, $0.35; IIb), this time Regency London 
Sloan Wilson’s The Man the Gray Flannel Suit, 
(C-230, $0.35; reviewed here August 1955, 
timed for release with the movie. Don’t repine you 
miss either 

Last our list, Signet offers fine illustrated book 
wildlife and conservation, The Web Life John 
Storer, (K-333, $0.35; Walter Lippman’s The 
Public Philosophy, (M-174, $0.35; Mentor 
Book. Here our pundit toiling through current 
cal philosophy and finding hard going. You may too, 
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